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Background

• Launched in October 2008 

• Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PrEP) clinical trial

• Safety and efficacy of 
Truvada® in preventing HIV

• High-risk MSM in greater Cape 
Town

• Multiple recruitment strategies 
to reach diverse population



Methods

• Recruitment strategies

• SMS advertising campaign

• Active venue-based fieldwork at 
LGBT-identified events

• Recruiters working in LGBT 
communities

• Referrals from clinics, private 
physicians, and current study 
participants

• Passive Internet recruitment



Results
Recruitment Stratagies
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Recruitment Stratagies
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Pre-Screening Failures

58

4
1

40

58

39

23

60

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Lo
w
 R

isk
no

t i
nt

er
es

te
d 

no
t M

SM

Lo
ca

tio
n

HI
V 

Po
sit

iv
e

Un
re

ac
ha

bl
e

W
ro

ng
 N

um
be

r

Pa
rti

ci
pa

nt
S
a
m
p
le
 S
iz
e
 (
n
)



Screening Failures
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Conclusions

• Most productive recruitment methods

• LGBT events

• Referral networks

• LGBT community

• Study itself

• More targeted SMS advertising campaign

• Limit pre-screening failures

• More efficient recruitment
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Thank You

For more information please contact:
earl.burrell@hiv-research.org.za


